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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER 
 

UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 2022 

 
 
I’m delighted to send my warm wishes to everyone gathering for the 2022 Union for 
Progressive Judaism Biennial Conference.  
 
Progressive Judaism honours tradition as a gift to the present, and celebrates innovation 
as a response to the realities of today. Through recognition of diversity and difference, 
you bring compassion and understanding to the world we share. 
  
Extremism, intolerance and hatred have no place in Australian society, and I share your 
commitment to preserving the strength of our multicultural and multi-faith nation. 
 
May this year’s conference be a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with one other, and 
with the identity and values you share. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The Hon Anthony Albanese MP 
Prime Minister of Australia  
 
November 2022 
 



 

 

 
THE HON PETER DUTTON MP  

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION  

 
Parliament House CANBERRA ACT 2600 

 
 

UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 2022 

 
On behalf of the Coalition, I wish the Union for Progressive Judaism very best wishes for a 
productive Biennial Conference during 17-20 November. 
 
With your 2020 conference having to be cancelled due to the pandemic, this year’s 
conference will be all the more special as you gather again as friends and Australians of 
faith. 
 
For all attending, I am sure your conference will be a spiritual, social and edifying 
occasion. Many of you will be looking forward to learning from a variety of presenters on a 
range of topics, to enjoying Shabbat services, and to joining in a festive gathering.  
 
Australia’s 100,000 strong Jewish community is testimony to our nation’s migration and 
multicultural success story. I thank Jewish Australians for the contributions they make to 
our communities across the country and in all fields of public endeavour.  
 
I commend the Union’s work here in Australia for the support it provides to our Jewish 
community, whether that is in synagogues, schools, youth groups and other community 
organisations.  
 
I hope you will have a memorable and successful conference. 
 

 
 
Hon Peter Dutton MP 
Leader of the Opposition 
 
October 2022 



Welcome from the Biennial Co-Chairs 
We are thrilled to finally host the 2022 Biennial, a conference that has been three years in the making.   
It is an important event to re-focus our movement, our relationships and look into the future. We hope  
to hear the ideas of our presenters, visiting world leaders and participants on how to re-engage our  
communities and what to expect from the future. 
 

We hope that the program we developed will allow us to explore aspects of our Judaism, look at Relational 
Judaism that has already helped many communities and see how to take the next steps to grow communities.  
We look forward to exploring how multigenerational communities work and hear from young adults about  
their aspirations. 
 

We are so glad you are coming with us on this exploratory journey throughout the weekend. We wish you  
a rich few days and hope you will enjoy to the full opportunities to meet new people, reconnect with old  
friends, schmooze and browse in our shuk! 

 

                     
Susan Kadar                              Dorothy Graff OAM 
 
Greetings from the UPJ Co-Presidents and Executive Manager 
Welcome to the 2022 UPJ Biennial Conference – we are so thankful that we are back in person again!   
 

Along with the UPJ Executive and the Biennial Planning Committee, we wish you an experience filled with 
socialising, laughter, intellectual challenge, spiritual stimulation and memorable Jewish experiences. 
 

We are immensely grateful to Biennial Co-Chairs Susan Kadar and Dorothy Graff OAM, who spent countless 
hours ensuring all details were considered, and capably and generously led an active and equally dedicated 
Biennial Steering Committee to carry out the many tasks involved in presenting this conference.   
 

Rabbi Sergio Bergman is not only the leader of our worldwide Progressive movement; he is a true mensch,  
who has spent close to a year working with our communities to understand our needs and to prepare  
engaging sessions that will benefit us all. 
 

We hope you will be inspired by our diverse program and will come away with new ideas and insights.  
You may not feel relaxed by the end of the weekend, but we hope you'll feel re-energised, ready to continue 
these important conversations at our next Gathering for UPJ Executive, Presidents and Rabbis to be hosted  
by Temple Shalom Gold Coast on 10-12 November 2023. 
 
 

B’shalom, 
 
  
 
 
   
    
  
   

David D Knoll AM          Brian Samuel OAM             Jocelyn Robuck   
Co-President           Co-President              Executive Manager 
    



Thursday 17 November          
5.30pm-6.30pm        Registration              Endeavour Pre-Function Area          
6.30pm-7.30pm        Cocktail party        Pre-Function Area 
 

Friday 18 November 
8.00am-8.45am        Shacharit Service       
              Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth and Reverend Sam Zwarenstein   Supply 
9.00am-5.00pm        Biennial Shuk open       Pre-function Area 
9.00am-9.25am        Entering the Sacred Space and Opening Addresses   Endeavour 1 
                                      Rabbi Adi Cohen, Brian Samuel and Susan Kadar 
9.30am-10.45am      Creating a Meaningful Jewish Life: Across the Universe   Endeavour 1 
                                      Rabbi Sergio Bergman, Sandy Benjamin, Rabbi Allison Conyer, 
                                      Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth; facilitated by Rabbi Kim Ettlinger 
10.45am-11.00am    Morning tea        Pre-Function Area 
11.00am-11.45am    Building Community One Relationship at a Time:     Endeavour 1 
             With a Little Help from my Friends David Knoll       
11.50am-12.45pm    Move to session of your choice: 
                                  Tips, Tools and Techniques to Unearth Your Unique Family Stories  Supply 
              Dani Haski      
                                  Sing Your Way into Shabbat      Bounty 
              Judy Campbell, Andrea Catzel and Cantor Michel Laloum    
                                  From Me to You: Tikkun Olam Deep Dive     Endeavour 1 
              Noa Abrahams and Rabbi Fred Morgan 
12.45pm-1.45pm      Lunch         Endeavour 2/3  
1.45pm-2.45pm        Taking History into the Future: Holocaust Education    Endeavour 1 
                                     in the 21st Century Dr Simon Holloway 
2.45pm-3.00pm        Afternoon tea         Pre-Function Area  
3.00-4.00pm             Singing Communities: the Kol Nefesh Story    Endeavour 1 
                                     Rabbi George Mordecai and Avishai Conyer 
4.00pm-4.45pm        Move to session of your choice:  
          Dimensions in Testimony Shannon Biederman    Endeavour 1 

                     Welcome Shabbat with Israeli Dancing Gila Cohen   Supply 
                                  Talking about our Jewish Values: Here, There and Everywhere  Bounty 
                                       Rabbi Kim Ettlinger and Dr Josh Keller      
5.15pm          Coach arrives for boarding; departs at 5.30pm    Meet in hotel foyer 
6.15pm          Shabbat Live! Service (option to attend Traditional/Masorti service)  Emanuel Synagogue 
7.30pm          Shabbat dinner        Emanuel Synagogue 
10.15pm         Coach departs from Emanuel Synagogue to Novotel       
 

Saturday 19 November 
8.30am          Meditation and Torah Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff    Supply 
8.30am                      Text study Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black      Bounty 
10.00am-12.30pm     Shabbat morning service       Endeavour 1 
12.30pm-1.30pm       Kiddush lunch         Endeavour 2/3 
2.00pm-4.30pm         Something to talk about? We can work it out!     Endeavour 1, 
           Informal chats, topics to be determined, including:      Supply & Bounty  
            From Military Lawyer to Progressive Movement Leader    Endeavour 1 
    Yair Lootsteen (2.00-2.30pm)         
                    How global connections strengthen, support, sustain & empower Endeavour 1 
              local leadership & communities (2.30-3.00pm)   
    Rabbi Sergio Bergman & Carole Sterling 
3.00pm-3.30pm          Afternoon tea         Pre-Function Area 
5.15pm           Coach arrives for boarding; departs at 5.30pm     Meet in hotel foyer 
6.30pm           Dinner, Havdalah and performance of “One of a Kind”   NSTE 
10.15pm          Coach departs from North Shore Temple Emanuel (NSTE) to Novotel       



 
Sunday 20 November 
7.30am           Walk and Torah Talk on the Beach Rabbi Gary Robuck    Meet in hotel foyer 
8.00am           Shacharit service Rabbi George Mordecai and Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff Supply 
8.30am-2.30pm          Biennial Shuk open       Pre-Function Area 
9.00am-10.15am        Come Together: Envisioning Intergenerational Sustainability  Endeavour 1  
                                       Noa Abrahams, Ashira Chait and Sefi Shalam  
10.15am          Morning tea        Pre-Function Area 
10.30am-11.30am      Next Steps: Imagine Rabbi Sergio Bergman and David Knoll  Endeavour 1  
11.30am-12.00pm      L’hitraot and closing remarks       Endeavour 1 
                           Dorothy Graff, Susan Kadar, David Knoll and Brian Samuel 
12.15-1.15pm           Lunch         Endeavour 2/3 
 
 
 
 

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
Creating a Meaningful Jewish Life: Across the Universe (panel)        Fri 9.30-10.45am 
Most of us have formed our views on what it means to lead a Jewish life. Are we satisfied with them? Do we feel that 
something might be missing or, perhaps that our Judaism isn’t all that relevant to how we live? Do we know enough  
about our religion? Perhaps we find it challenging to explain to even our Jewish friends what Progressive Judaism  
actually is and why it is the centre of some people's lives, yet peripheral to others. Our panel of preeminent scholars  
and thinkers will discuss their views on what Judaism means to them and their views on how to live our lives in 
accordance with our values every day of the week. Issues of pluralism, inclusivity, the intersection of our Jewish and  
other identities, our need to reconnect with our communities and look ahead are topics we hope we will have time to 
explore. With your participation we expect a lively conversation that we hope will continue in more informal settings 
throughout the conference and beyond within our own communities.   
Rabbi Sergio Bergman, Sandy Benjamin, Rabbi Allison Conyer, Rabbi Kim Ettlinger, Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth 
 

Building Community One Relationship at a Time: With a Little Help from my Friends               Fri 11.00-11.45am 
To quote Frank Luntz, one of the most successful public relations experts in the United States: “It’s not what you say, it’s 
what people hear. You can have the best message in the world, but the person on the receiving end will always 
understand it through the prism of his or her own emotions, preconceptions, prejudices, and pre-existing beliefs.” How  
can we talk about our Judaism in a way that resonates for our members and our potential members? How can we think  
of our work differently – not via the programs and services we offer, but the “why” of the work we do. How can we  
discover patterns of connection that we have not anticipated, and thereby grow and strengthen our communities?   
David Knoll AM 
 

Sing Your Way into Shabbat                    Fri 11.50am-12.45pm 
Join Cantor Michel Laloum, Andrea Catzel and Judy Campbell to sing your way into Shabbat. This is a relaxing session, 
where you will learn three lovely new melodies to sing along with on Shabbat morning. 
Judy Campbell, Andrea Catzel and Cantor Michel Laloum 
 

From Me to You: Tikkun Olam Deep Dive                             Fri 11.50am-12.45pm 
Jewish social justice is linked to Tikkun Olam, but what does this actually mean? In this session, Noa and Rabbi Morgan 
will explore this ancient philosophy through a post-pandemic lens. Participants will be invited to consider if, and why, the 
ideas of Tikkun Olam are intrinsically Jewish, and reimagine how they can inform practices in our institutions today. 
Noa Abrahams and Rabbi Fred Morgan AM 
 

Tips, Tools and Techniques to Unearth Your Unique Family Stories            Fri 11.50am-12.45pm 
Are you curious about your family history? Already researching but not sure where to look? Overwhelmed by the online 
world and unable to see your branches for the forest? Every family has stories of rogues and rascals, heroes and 
heroines, harrowing losses and miraculous escapes. Researching Jewish families presents unique challenges with 
centuries of migration due to seismic upheavals. The Australian Jewish Genealogical Society (AJGS) is here to help  
you cut through the undergrowth to discover the lush landscape of your unique family history. This workshop will cover 
how to collect data, documents, photographs and stories; collate that material into a recognisable family tree and then 
share your insights with your family.  
Dani Haski 



Taking History into the Future: Holocaust Education in the 21st Century         Fri 1.45-2.45pm 
How does one communicate the inexpressible? In 2019, the Holocaust became a mandated unit of study in the  
Australian national curriculum, and many teachers throughout the country are now incorporating it into their study of 
History. In doing so, they are faced with the challenge of impressing upon students the importance of something that  
took place in a time and place so alien to their own. The means by which the Holocaust is taught today is but the latest  
in a series of changes that the field of Holocaust pedagogy has undergone, from the intimacy of the earliest decades 
through to the impartiality of recent times. A fact that looms large over the field is that we will one day be unable to  
engage with survivor testimony. How might the absence of living witnesses impact our ability to keep the Holocaust 
relevant? In this session, Simon Holloway will provide an overview of major trends in the history of Holocaust education, 
and will comment upon new initiatives at Holocaust museums, both in Australia and around the world. 
Dr Simon Holloway 
 

Singing Communities: The Kol Nefesh Story                Fri 3.00-4.00pm 
Over the past year, Emanuel Synagogue and Netzer Sydney have embarked upon a journey of community building  
and participatory prayer in creating the Kol Nefesh minyan. Kol Nefesh embodies an approach to prayer that has been 
brilliantly articulated by US musician and creative prayer leader Joey Weisenberg. In his book “How to Build Singing 
Communities” Joey has presented his unique and compelling approach to participatory singing communities. Variations  
of this approach to prayer have been successfully unfolding across the Jewish world at Nava Tehilah (Jerusalem),  
The Kitchen (San Francisco), Ikar (Los Angeles), Romemu (New York City), as well as Kehilat Koleinu and Sprout in 
Melbourne and Ayelet Hashachar in Sydney.  Creating an intergenerational and inclusive singing community in a 
synagogue space requires attention to detail; uplifting melodies, how we arrange space, democratic prayer leading  
and bringing people closer together davening in concentric circles contributes to the ruach of a service. Rabbi Mordecai 
and Sydney Mazkir Avishai Conyer look forward to being in creative conversation at the UPJ Biennial and sharing the  
Kol Nefesh journey with attendees. 
Rabbi George Mordecai and Avishai Conyer 
 

Dimensions in Testimony                               Fri 4.00-5.00pm 
Testimony is at the core of the Sydney Jewish Museum exhibits and hearing firsthand from a Holocaust survivor is an 
authentic moment of meeting history that lasts a lifetime. The SJM partnered with the University of Southern California 
Shoah Foundation on the Dimensions in Testimony project to bring new opportunities to deliver eye-witness accounts 
when it is no longer possible to hear directly from a survivor. While no technology could ever replace the experience of 
meeting a Holocaust survivor, DiT will enable future generations to have a meaningful and memorable interaction with 
survivor testimony. At the end of 2020/beginning 2021, six Holocaust survivors were each filmed in 360 degrees for a 
week in a custom-built rig.  Each survivor was asked around 1000 questions to create an interactive biography and 
provided the space to explore facets of their stories that often fall by the wayside which resulted in the most incredible 
interviews.  From our initial testing, we can already see these interviews will be a powerful tool in perpetuating  
Holocaust memory and visitors describe the experience as authentic and meaningful, often forgetting that there was 
technology involved. 
Shannon Biederman 
 

Talking about our Jewish values: Here, There and Everywhere                  Fri 4.00-5.00pm  
Being Jewish - eight days a week - often entails interacting with others, many of whom know very little about the type of 
Judaism that we value so dearly. This includes talking to Orthodox Jews who are unaware of the thinking and customs  
of Progressive Judaism and other movements, talking with non-observant Jews who have a narrow view of what it  
means to be Jewish and, of course, many different types of non-Jews. Within some of these interactions, some of the 
most seemingly innocuous topics can be difficult to discuss. For example, what if your niece is celebrating a bat mitzvah? 
How do you talk about it with your Orthodox Jewish neighbour, your non-observant Jewish relative, and your non-Jewish 
colleague? How do you talk to each of these people in a way that makes you feel proud about your Judaism, while at the 
same time ensuring that you're being sensitive to others' perspectives? In this Biennial session, we will provide an 
introduction and model for running a series of workshops within UPJ congregations, to help congregants talk about our 
Judaism and our Jewish values to others. These workshops, each co-facilitated by a rabbi and a lay leader, combine 
knowledge of Progressive Judaism and other non-Orthodox movements with knowledge of communication processes. 
The goal is to instill pride and comfort in sharing our Judaism and Jewish values, one conversation at a time.  
Rabbi Kim Ettlinger and Dr Josh Keller 
 
 



Something to talk about? We Can Work It Out!                Sat 2.00pm-4.30pm 
Prior to the Biennial and on Friday during the conference, attendees will be encouraged to nominate topics for 
consideration to discuss in small groups. Also included will be chats with leaders of the Israel Movement for  
Progressive Judaism “From Military Leader to Progressive Movement Leader: Meet Yair Lootsteen” (2.00-2.30pm)  
and the World Union for Progressive Judaism “How global connections strengthen, support, sustain and empower local 
leadership and communities” (2.30-3.00pm). Join in some lively conversations and enjoy networking. 
 

One of a Kind, a musical theatre presentation in one act                           Sat 8.00pm 
In and around 1956, hundreds of thousands of Jews were forced to leave their homes in Arab lands. For many  
thousands, that home was Egypt. For one family, it had been home for over a century. Originally from Italy, the  
Rossanos helped build the Egyptian cotton industry and have become pillars of the Sephardic Jewish community in 
Alexandria. They lose their considerable wealth when forced to flee with two suitcases and twenty pounds each. The 
circumstances are tragic and set in motion the unravelling of the family patriarch. They find refuge in Australia, after a 
time, but amid this safety, Victor Rossano must face a challenge to his sense of identity that may shatter his entire  
family, if he does not discover the truth in time. This is his story. It has a heart that many migrants will recognise. 
Script, music and lyrics by Aaron Robuck and Judy Campbell 
 

Come Together: Envisioning Intergenerational Sustainability                 Sun 9.15-10.15am  
As we emerge from the pandemic, we have an opportunity to reconsider how as a community we interact, amongst 
respective generations and more broadly. What challenges face youth engagement today in our institutions, and are  
these the same or different from challenges faced by older generations? How can we come together to reimagine  
what a thriving in person Progressive Jewish community looks like? 
Noa Abrahams, Ashira Chait and Sefi Shalam 
 

Next Steps: Imagine                   Sun 10.30-11.30am 
John Lennon sang “Imagine” and that is what this session is about. Imagine all our communities healthy and growing, 
imagine kids playing in the courtyard on Shabbat morning, imagine all the people learning about Judaism, imagine living  
a meaningful Jewish life. Imagine our Jewish communities as the communities that Jews are inspired by. This session  
will make us doers out of dreamers, so we continue to strengthen and grow our movement and make sure it remains 
relevant to current and future generations. Led by Rabbi Bergman, assisted by UPJ Co-President David Knoll, we will 
draw conclusions from the formal and informal deliberations of the previous days, agree on and commit to actions that 
communities, both large and small, in Australia and the rest of the region could and should take to fulfill the goal we  
set out with the title of the conference: Progressing Judaism 8 Days a Week. 
Rabbi Sergio Bergman and David Knoll 
 
OUR FEATURED GUEST SPEAKER 

Rabbi Sergio Bergman is President of the World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ).  
Born in Buenos Aires in 1962, Rabbi Bergman holds a Bachelor’s degree in Biochemistry  
and Pharmaceutics from the University of Buenos Aires, and three Master’s degrees: in  
Education from The Hebrew University, in Hebrew Letters from Hebrew Union College –  
Jewish Institute of Religion, Jerusalem, and in Jewish Studies from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, Jerusalem. He was ordained at the Latin American Rabbinical Seminary of Buenos 
Aires in 1992, and HUC-JIR in Jerusalem in 1993. He is a member of the Central Conference  
of American Rabbis (CCAR) and a graduate of the Jewish Agency’s Jerusalem Fellows program. 

 

Rabbi Bergman began his career as a community leader at Emanu El, epicenter of Argentina’s Reform Movement.  
In 2011, he became the first rabbi elected to public office in Argentina and served as representative of the  
City of Buenos Aires. In 2013, he was elected to represent the city at the nation’s congress and in 2015, President  
Mauricio Macri named him Minister of the Environment and Sustainable Development, a position he held until the  
end of President Macri’s term in 2019. 
 
Named one of the world’s 100 most influential leaders in the fight against climate change, Rabbi Bergman has received 
numerous international distinctions and awards. He has authored seven books, is a distinguished speaker on issues of 
social justice and human rights, and a strong exponent of civil discourse. 
 
Rabbi Bergman is married and has four children.  



PRESENTERS’ BIOGRAPHIES 
Noa Abrahams is the Federal Mazkira of Netzer. She studies chemistry, maths and music at the University of 
Melbourne and is passionate about sharing stories and social justice. 
 

Sandy Benjamin OAM has an extensive background in social work and considerable experience as a board 
member for a range of NFP organisations. This includes having served as Chairman and 
President of The Jewish Museum of Australia, a director of the Foundation of The National Gallery of Australia and 
currently as International Vice-President of The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Studies.  
 

Shannon Biederman is Curator Collections at the Sydney Jewish Museum where she works 
across collections and exhibitions. Her most recent projects have been centred around recording 
and preservation of survivor testimony. She is the project manager of Dimensions in Testimony 
at the SJM. 

 

Judy Campbell is North Shore Temple Emanuel’s Choir Director and a member of the USA Guild of Temple 
Musicians. Founding director of Jewish Arts Inc. and the Australian Jewish Choral Festival, Judy 
has served the UPJ for 20 years through conferences, the Music Network and visiting regional congregations. In 
addition to tours and CD recordings with her world-jazz ensemble MOSAIC. She has collaborated on several 
albums and international performances, in Italy, Cuba, South Africa and at the White House, Washington DC.  
Her memoir, The Silver Tea Service, was published in 2019. Her second book is planned for release in 2023. 
 

Andrea Catzel is Choir Director of Emanuel Synagogue, Woollahra. Originally from Cape 
Town, Andrea is an internationally acclaimed opera singer who has sung numerous opera, 
operetta and concert performances in South Africa, Germany, Austria, Spain, France, Italy, 

Holland and Iceland. Besides many radio broadcasts, Andrea has recorded six CDs, which include Spanish art 
songs, Verdi’s Requiem, and two albums of Respighi songs for the Dutch Channel Classic Label. Andrea is a 
German diction coach and specialist vocal coach and teaches Voice at Emanuel School and privately. 
 

Ashira Chait has been involved in different Zionist youth movements before landing in Netzer. First as a camp medic, then as a 
Madricha (leader), next year as Sganit (Deputy) of Netzer Melbourne. She attended Mount Scopus College  
in Melbourne and grew up in a modern-Orthodox household. She studies nursing, works at a Jewish school  
and spends most of her free time at Netzer. 
 

Rabbi Adi Cohen is the rabbi of Temple Shalom congregation in the Gold Coast, Queensland 
and he also represents the Queensland Jewish community working with Members of 
Parliament, the QLD Police and the Multi-Faith Advisory Action Group. He was born and raised 
in Israel and is married with three boys. During his more than 15 years in the IDF, he served as 
a navy officer and as a search and rescue officer, as well as in civil crisis management in the 

reserves. For many years, he worked in formal and informal Jewish education in Israel and in the United States. 
During the past 15 years he served as a congregational rabbi in Israel, New Zealand and Australia.  
 

Rabbi Allison Conyer was born and raised in Los Angeles and obtained a BA in Psychology, minoring in French and Italian 
Literature from UC Santa Cruz. She furthered her studies in Reform, Orthodox, and Conservative yeshivot, and  
was ordained as a Reform rabbi from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, New York, in 1998. 
Rabbi Conyer was the first female rabbi in New South Wales and served as the Associate Rabbi at North Shore 
Temple Emanuel in Sydney where she focused on developing youth and family education, young adult  
engagement and interfaith dialogue, and was the founder of JSA (Jews for Social Action). She returned to  
America employed as the Executive Director of Santa Barbara Hillel, a pluralist organisation working with  
Jewish university students. Back to Australia, Rabbi Conyer worked in the Jewish Studies faculty at Emanuel 
School, Sydney and King David School, Melbourne. In 2014, she returned to the congregation as solo rabbi of  

Etz Chayim Progressive Synagogue. She recently completed her Master of Professional Psychology and currently practices  
part-time as a psychologist in addition to her rabbinic role. Married and mother of four, Rabbi Conyer is passionate about the  
Jewish community, interfaith dialogue, and respect of the plurality of Jewish perspectives and practice.  
 

Avishai Conyer is the current mazkir (chairperson) of Netzer Sydney and Netzer's incoming Federal Mazkir  
for 2023. He is studying Law and PPE (Politics, Philosophy, and Economics) at UNSW while working as a 
Jewish educator and b'nei mitzvah tutor. In 2020, Avishai went to Israel on a Shnat program where he learnt 
with Netzer, studied at Machon L'madrichei Chol, volunteered on Kibbutz Gan Shmuel, and attended Mechinat 
Kol Ami.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Rabbi Kim Ettlinger was ordained at Hebrew Union College (HUC) in 2005, where she earned two Master of Arts 
Degrees in Jewish Education and Hebrew Letters. Rabbi Ettlinger did rabbinic coursework at London’s Leo Baeck 
College. She performed her fifth-year rabbinic internship with Congregation Ner Tamid in Las Vegas and  at 
University California Los Angeles Medical Center as a chaplain. Rabbi Ettlinger served for five years at Peninsula 
Temple Sholom and returned to Australia to join Temple Beth Israel in 2010; she is now rabbi at Temple David in 
Perth. Born in Johannesburg, Rabbi Ettlinger moved with her family to Perth, WA in 1988 where she was an active 
member.  

 
 

Dorothy Graff OAM is Vice-President of the UPJ. She served as Deputy Chair of the E.W. Tipping Foundation 
(disability sector) and is now a Life Member. She served as the inaugural chair of the Social Justice Committee in 
2001 at Temple Beth Israel, which sought to reduce disadvantage in pockets of people in Melbourne. She served 
on the TBI Board from 2008-2019 as member, Chair and Vice President. She founded the Communal Life 
Committee and chaired it for six years. She was also on the Honours and Awards Committee and is on the 
Project Dignity Committee (refugee focussed). She received the UPJ Ner Tamid Award in 2019. Dorothy's 
professional life included employee and organisation development, and HR processes in national and 
international organisations, and career transition consulting for people at all organisational levels in the major 
market sectors. Dorothy loves working with people and seeking to make a difference. 
 

Judi Hall worked as a lawyer for the Australian Government Solicitor’s Office, taught business law and was a primary teacher. She 
has held various roles on the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies in the past eight years. While she comes from an 
Orthodox, Betar Zionist background, she has been a member of Emanuel Synagogue for decades and is married 
with two children. Her long-term interests have been in the areas of leadership and youth, drawing Jews on the 
margins into the mainstream and linking the Jewish community to other communities. She has been President of 
Womanpower (Jewish women’s leadership organisation) and a member of the Sydney Alliance 
since its inception. 
 

Dani Haski has a professional background in the theatre, film and television industry and been 
researching her own family history for almost two decades. She has been involved in AJGS 

since 2009 and relishes helping others research their own family stories, solve family mysteries and uncover the 
truth about their ancestors. 
 

Dr Simon Holloway has a PhD in Classical Hebrew and an MA in Ancient History. He served for six years as an 
Education Officer at the Sydney Jewish Museum, where he had the great privilege of working very closely with a 
number of Holocaust survivors, whom he interviewed for students, for public and for film. While there, Simon 
delivered seminars for students and for teachers on Nazi racial science, Jewish resistance and the history of the 
Holocaust, and was a sessional academic at the University of Sydney, where he lectured on Classical Hebrew and 
Biblical Studies. At present, he serves as the Head of Education at the Melbourne Holocaust Museum, where he is 
currently overseeing a transition into a new state-of-the-art museum and the release of a suite of new educational 
programs. 

 

Susan Kadar is an enthusiastic and committed volunteer for Jewish causes, and a semi-retired management 
consultant.  She brings to the Biennial her experience as a past synagogue president and her skills in management 
and organisational culture learnt in executive positions and as a management consultant working for large and 
small organisations in the commercial and not-for profit sectors. She was the chair of the Virtual Biennial in 2020 
and she is an active volunteer for the Curatorial Department of the Sydney Jewish Museum.    
 

Rabbi Rafi Kaiserblueth of Emanuel Synagogue is a world traveller, having spent time in the United States, 
Argentina, Israel, and the United Kingdom.  He was ordained in 2010 from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America and has dedicated his rabbinate to making the texts and rituals of our tradition relevant and 
accessible to those he teaches, trying to always be influenced by the words, “ivdu et hashem b’simcha (serve God 
with joy)” Psalms 100:2.  
 

Dr Josh Keller is an Associate Professor at the UNSW Business School and the Australian 
Graduate School of Management, where he teaches and conducts research on international 
management and negotiations. He received his MBA and PhD from the University of Texas at 

Austin. Josh has extensive academic and industry experience in Mainland China, Hong Kong and Singapore. 
Josh was an active member of the United Hebrew Congregation in Singapore for 10 years and was an organiser 
of the Asia Progressive Jewish Summit. He has recently relocated to Sydney, where he is an active member of 
the Emanuel Synagogue. Josh is married to Joy and has two young children.   
 



Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black is marking 60 years as a "dyed in the wool" Progressive Jew, in which time he has seen several 
generations of liturgy come and go, and marks 30 years in the Rabbinate this year. In the UK he was involved 
in the discussions leading to the Liberal Movement’s Siddur and Machzor, and soon after arriving in Australia in 
2003, he started initial work on what became Mishkan T’filah, World Union Edition, for which he was Editorial 
Team Leader. He worked similarly for two years on Mishkan T’shuvah and says: "It is incredibly exciting to see 
the new baby, ever so slowly, being born!" 
 
 
 
 

David Knoll AM is a Sydney barrister. His family have been members of Emanuel Synagogue in Sydney for 
decades. He served as Honorary Secretary of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry, the elected roof body 
of the Australian Jewish community, on the Boards of Multicultural NSW, and the Council for Jewish Community 
Security. He is a Past President of the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies, the peak body of the NSW Jewish 
community. In 2011 he was chosen as one of “40 Inspirational Alumni” featured for the 40th Anniversary of 
UNSW Law School, and in 2010 he was made a Member of the Order of Australia for service to the Jewish 
community through a range of peak, religious and educational organisations, and to the promotion of interfaith 
relations. David is married to Karen. They have three adult children. 
 

Cantor Michel Laloum was born in Belgium, raised in Australia and has worked and studied in Israel, New York, Hong Kong and 
France. Michel was ordained in 2001 by the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion and has featured 
in concerts, and as a scholar and artist-in-residence around the world, with a special emphasis on the intersection 
between Jewish music and Kabbalah, and interfaith dialogue. Michel is the Cantor at Temple Beth Israel in 
Melbourne, and travels the world teaching, inspiring, and rekindling the love of Judaism through music, Torah and 
Jewish mysticism. 
 

Yair Lootsteen was re-elected in June of this year to a second three-year term as Chairperson 
of the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMPJ), the Israeli Reform Movement.  Born in 

London, England, Yair grew up in Toronto, Canada. He made aliyah in 1979 and has since resided in Jerusalem. 
A lawyer, Yair served in the IDF's Military Advocate General Corps for 23 years, completing his term of duty in 
2007 with the rank of Colonel. During his military career he held several challenging positions, the last being that 
of the Legal Advisor to the IDF in Judea and Samaria. Since completing his regular IDF service, Yair has 

invested much of his time on issues relating to Jewish pluralism in Israel. In May 2018 he was 
appointed Vice Chairperson of KKL-JNF, a position he was re-selected for by ARZENU following 
the 2020 World Zionist Congress elections.  
 

Rabbi George Mordecai weaves his rich cultural heritage into his work as a rabbi, cantor and performer and has 
over 20 years’ experience in building community. In addition to his musical and liturgical expertise he is an engaging 
educator, infusing his teaching with a deep sense of spirituality and historical perspective, 
always mindful of the needs and aspirations of his students.  
 

Rabbi Fred Morgan AM was Senior Rabbi at Temple Beth Israel for 16 years. Since retiring he has been 
actively involved in teaching and outreach work with the Council for Christians and Jews, the Australian Catholic 
University, the U3A, Leo Baeck College in London, and the UPJ. He supports refugees through TBI’s Project 
Dignity and is currently Vice-Chair of the ARC. Rabbi Fred is married to Sue, and they have three children and 
four grandchildren. 
 

Rabbi Gary Robuck has served congregations in both the United States and Australia: as Senior Rabbi of Congregation Shaarey 
Tikvah in Cleveland, Ohio and Senior Rabbi of North Shore Temple Emanuel in Chatswood, NSW. He has also 
served as Consulting Rabbi for the Progressive Congregation of the ACT and Beit Or v’Shalom in Brisbane. He is 
currently serving as Interim Rabbi of Temple Beth Israel in Melbourne. Rabbi Gary is married to Jocelyn, and they 
have three children and four grandchildren. 
 

Brian Samuel OAM has been associated with the Progressive movement all his life. He is  
Co-President of the UPJ, and a Past President of Temple Beth Israel and Progressive Judaism 
Victoria. In addition to his involvement with Progressive Judaism, he is involved in a number of 
community organisations. He has been associated with the clothing industry for 50 years, with 
expertise in marketing. He has been appointed an Ambassador for White Ribbon Australia, an 
organisation that campaigns to stop violence against women. Brian is married to Jenny and 
they have two grown children and seven grandchildren. 
 

Carole Sterling was born and raised in Montreal, Canada. She has dedicated many years to leading and 
volunteering for significant Jewish organisations in Canada, North America, and the world. Before joining the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism as Chair in 2015, Carole served as President of the Canadian Council for Reform 
Judaism, Chair of the Women’s Campaign for UJA Federation of Greater Toronto, Chair of the URJ Biennial in 



2011. She is an active board member of Rachael’s Centre for Torah and Mussar, Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion, 
the Union for Reform Judaism, and ARZA Canada. A graduate of the Wexner Heritage Program, Carole has been recognised for her 
leadership with numerous awards, including the Granovsky Award for Campaign Excellence, the UJA Federation of Greater Toronto 
Young Leadership Award, the United Israel Appeal Leadership Award and the UPJ President’s Award. A graduate of McGill 
University, with a BA and Diploma in Secondary Education, Carole currently resides in Toronto with her husband, 
Jay, and their family. They are also active members of Holy Blossom Temple. 
 

Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff serves at Emanuel Synagogue in Sydney. She specialises in Jewish Meditation and 
Kabbalah. Orna has a doctorate from the University of Sydney on the topic of Kabbalah and is a trained yoga 
teacher. She received her rabbinic ordination from Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi z”l and the Aleph Renewal 
Jewish Movement. She is the spiritual director of Neshama Life, an organisation dedicated to spiritual and 
personal growth in the context of Jewish Spirituality. Orna also leads Kabbalah tours to Israel. 

 
 

                                                  TODAH RABBAH – a big thank you to: 
 

Our inspiring featured guest speaker: Rabbi Sergio Bergman. We are so grateful for the time you have given so generously 
during this past year, and the inspiration and knowledge you have shared with our region; 
 

Our “Overseas VIPs”: Miriam Kramer, Yair Lootsteen and Carole Sterling – for making the long journey Down Under; 
 

Our wonderful presenters and workshop facilitators, who have inspired, informed and entertained us;  
 

Our rabbis, cantors and music directors, for leading daily Shacharit and Shabbat services, and bringing music to our souls; 
 

Emanuel Synagogue, for hosting a beautiful Shabbat service and dinner, and sharing its Torah for our morning service.  
 

North Shore Temple Emanuel, for hosting a delicious dinner, Havdalah and fantastic entertainment on Saturday night; 
 

The wonderful Franklin Tate, who has again supplied us with delicious wines from his Miles from Nowhere Winery; 
 

Our generous supporters and sponsors: Australian Reform Zionist Association (ARZA), the Australian Jewish 
Geneaological Society, Emanuel Synagogue, North Shore Temple Emanuel, the Israel Movement for Progressive 
Judaism, the Sydney Jewish Museum and the World Union for Progressive Judaism; 
 

UPJ Biennial committee: Susan Kadar and Dorothy Graff OAM (co-chairs), Simon Blackman, Sally Castle,  
Rabbi Adi Cohen, Associate Professor Josh Keller, David Knoll AM, Rabbi George Mordecai, Brian Samuel OAM,  
Sefi Shalam and Reverend Sam Zwarenstein, assisted by UPJ Executive Manager Jocelyn Robuck, for great  
brainstorming, hours of planning and presentation of a wonderful conference; 
 

Oliver Davies at Roli Creative, for coordinating and providing streaming services for our online attendees, and handling 
everything in his usual professional and helpful way; 
 

Our dedicated volunteers, Barbara Holmes and Gila Cohen, for their generous help before and during the conference; 
 

Our Shuk exhibitors, who provided delightful retail therapy;  
 

Novotel Brighton Beach staff: Tara Miller, Andrea Sposito, Michael Karkkainen, Kevin Li and Sophie Fontana,  
for a lovely venue and expert service; 
 

And to all Biennial attendees, thank you for taking time out of your busy lives to join us! 

 
 

Mitzvah Day was born out of the belief that we can all make  
a positive difference to our world by taking action – together.  

On Mitzvah Day, the Jewish community, together  
with other communities and individuals wanting  

to improve the world in some small way,  
take part in a range of activities simply to help others. 

 

This year Mitzvah Day Australia is happening  
during our Biennial on Sunday 20 November.  

To show your support, we ask that you contribute  
a gold coin (or more) which will be donated to OzHarvest.  

 

Look out for the green box!!  Thank you. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: SHIR CHADASH 2023  
for the UPJ’S Music Conference, 

with Cantor Michel Laloum, Rabbi George Mordecai,  
Andrea Catzel and Judy Campbell 

 

 


