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The Early History of the CC Shalom Progressive Jewish Congregation  
 
The Central Coast Shalom Progressive Jewish Congregation began in late 1986 when a number 
of congregants of North Shore Temple Emanuel, Progressive Jewish Congregation, Chatswood, 
living on the Central Coast, sought to establish a Jewish presence here. They were inspired by a 
sense of fellowship they had gained by meeting in each other’s homes to celebrate various Jewish 
religious and cultural festivals. They first formed themselves into the Shalom Central Coast, 
Jewish Friendship and Support Group with Brian & Jennifer Green as co-founding, executive 
administrators – President and Honorary Secretary. 

Five years later, largely as a result of the Bar and Bat Mitzvah of a number of our local children 
at North Shore Temple Emanuel Synagogue and a growing interest in religious observance that 
impetus created, the first steps towards congregational formation began.  

Encouraged by the Management Board and Senior Rabbi of North Shore Temple Emanuel 
Synagogue, we became an independent congregation under the auspices of the then AANZUPJ 
(Asian, Australian, New Zealand Union for Progressive Judaism), an affiliate of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism. We were the first Jewish congregation to form outside the Sydney 
Metropolitan area in over 50 years. 

The inaugural, congregational launch service was well supported by the Rabbis and Board of 
Management members of both of the two Sydney Progressive Congregations. Brian Green, Co-
founder and then President was the ceremonial leader for this momentous service, ably assisted 
by his wife and fellow co-founder, Jennifer Green, local Central Coast congregational board 
members and excited congregants. 

In the following years, the congregation slowly grew in number and ritual observance. With the 
assistance of Senior Rabbi of Emanuel Synagogue, Woollahra, Rabbi Brian Fox, the congregation 
purchased a Torah Scroll. This allowed for the conducting of all services, including Bar & Bat 
Mitzvahs and most lifecycle events, celebrations and commemorations, including funerals and 
hospital visiting. These occasions were largely led by dedicated and committed lay-people.  

Under the rabbinic direction of Rabbi John Levi, AANZUPJ Regional Director for Small 
Congregations, our congregation conducted Jewish Adult Education and Conversion courses for 
the non-Jewish spouses of congregants. It also began outreach programs to local high schools 
to inform those interested on issues concerning Jews, Judaism and Israel, thereby combatting 
misinformation and prejudice, particularly at those schools attended by our own congregants’ 
children. 

In June 1993, following the securing of land from the then Wyong Shire Council, a joint 
Progressive-Orthodox Jewish Cemetery was established and consecrated with both Rabbi 
Lampert of NSTE and Rabbi Apple of Central Synagogue officiating, under the auspices of the 
Sydney Chevra Kadisha. 

In 1996, the CC Shalom Congregation took its boldest step in securing a Jewish presence here 
on the Central Coast and playing its part in the larger saga of preserving Jewish identity and 
continuity in the Diaspora into the 21st. Century by the establishment of its Hebrew & Religion 
School. 
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In November 1996 the Australian and New Zealand Union for Progressive Judaism (ANZUPJ) as 
it was then known, held its bi- annual conference on the Central Coast at The Entrance. It was 
the first time that the conference had been held outside of Sydney or Melbourne in many years. 
Representatives from all over Australasia and from as far away as Bombay, Singapore and the 
United States were present. The World Union for Progressive Judaism also sent representatives 
to this conference.  

At that conference the Congregation was presented with a gold embossed Chumash and 
Rabbinical Council Chairperson, Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins of Emanuel Synagogue, Woollahra, 
presented a Ner Tamid Award to the Congregation’s first president and founder, Brian Green, for 
his long and diverse services to Judaism on the Central Coast.  

Some years later, Brian and his wife Jennifer were jointly nominated for ‘Australian of the Year’ 
by grateful congregants. Over the years Brian and Jennifer have been supported in their work for 
Judaism on the Central Coast by competent and committed Management Board members and 
later, by supportive parents who acted as co-teachers in the Hebrew & Religion School. 

The support the congregation received, particularly in its early years, from ANZUPJ rabbis has 
been appreciated and a particular mention must be made of Rabbi John Levi, Rabbis Fox, Ninio, 
Robuck and Conyer who officiated at a number of Bar and Bat Mitzvahs of our Hebrew & Religion 
School graduates. Throughout the years, we have also been supported by the Netzer Jewish 
Youth Movement; the Jewish Board of Deputies; Zionist Federation of Australia and latterly, 
Chabad RARA (Rural and Regional Australia). The Congregation has also built important bridges 
with the larger Central Coast community and holds an annual Holocaust Memorial Night at Avoca 
Beach Theatre where we attempt to make the Central Coast inter-faith community aware of the 
enormity of this Jewish tragedy.                                 

 

                                        Australian of the Year Awards for 2004  
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1991- CC Shalom’s inaugural congregational launch service supported by  
               Rabbis - Kamins, Lampert, Fox and Board of Management members of 
                                             Emanuel and NSTE Synagogues     
       

  1                  

                  1993-Dedication of a Jewish Cemetery at Norah Head by Rabbi Apple of the 
                           Great Synagogue, Rabbi Lampert of NSTE & the Chevra Kadisha  
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           Rabbi John Levi, AANZUPJ Regional Director for Small Congregations,                   
                  officating at many of the Shalom Congregation’s Functions   
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                                               Other UPJ Rabbis’ visits    

                   

                   Brian with Rabbi Fox                     Galit Marks, Fay Sarne and Rabbi Ninio              

          

        Rabbi Soetendor from Bournmouth, England                           Rabbi Robuck  

                     

  Rabbi Ninio attends home Shabbat Evening Service with members of the congregation   
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               CC Shalom Congregation’s 10th year Anniversary Celebration  
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History of the Central Coast Shalom’s Holocaust Torah Scroll and its Rimmonim 
and Breastplate – a living legacy of two previous congregations, both destroyed by 
virulent Anti-Semitism.    

As we understand the history of our Torah Scroll – it belonged to a little congregation in Poland 
and is almost 100 years old. As the Soviet Army retreated before the Nazi troops that overran 
Poland, a Jewish soldier, rescued it and took it back to Russia for safekeeping. As with most 
Jewish congregations in Nazi occupied Poland, that congregation was no doubt destroyed in the 
Holocaust. 

We do not know whether the scroll was ever used for services in 
Russia but given the suspect status of Jews under Stalin, we 
doubt it. As Communism in Russia was dying, Jews were given 
permission to migrate, primarily to Israel, but were prevented from 
taking any substantial possessions with them, other than religious 
artefacts. This scroll found its way to Israel with the first wave of 
Russian olim. 

It was offered for sale on the streets of 
Tel Aviv and Rabbi Brian Fox of 
Emanuel Synagogue, Woollahra, who 
had been assisting our congregation 
establish itself and knew we needed a 
Torah Scroll, purchased it for us. We 

reimbursed him by local fundraising and small donations from our 
congregational members. 

The Bankstown Hebrew Congregation originally owned our Rimmonim 
and Breastplate. Anti-Semitic arsonists, believed to be from the local 
area, burnt down their synagogue. However, the ceremonial objects – 
breastplate, Rimmonim and other items were saved and distributed to 
their congregational board members for safekeeping. 

As that synagogue was never rebuilt and the fact that the custodians of some of the ceremonial 
objects were now members of our congregation, they, Don and Ruby Levy, decided to donate the 
breastplate and bells, to their new congregation. Such donation was gratefully accepted and along 
with the Torah Scroll, has since featured in all our formal Shabbat Services and Bar & Bat 
Mitzvahs, over the past 30-years life of the Congregation and its 
Hebrew & Religion School. 

In more recent times, as the need for formal services lessoned, it 
was decided, according to the original agreement made with 
Rabbi Fox, to return the Torah Scroll to Emmanuel Synagogue for 
safekeeping.  This was done on Simchat Torah eve, 2020. The 
Torah’s return was welcomed with much gaiety and dancing to a 
Klezmer band. Brian & Jennie were present to make the transfer 
and have a final dance with our Torah Scroll. 
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                                             History of the Central Coast Shalom’s 
                                        Zionist Hebrew & Religion School 
  

In 1996, with the encouragement of Michael Sanig, the Shalom Congregation’s second president, 
a Zionist, Hebrew and Religion School was established. It received the endorsement of the NSW 
Board of Liberal Jewish Studies who also approved its curriculum and the standards taught.  

Both Brian and Jennifer Green were appointed teachers, as they had formal TAFE teaching 
experience and Brian also had in his master’s degree - Curriculum Design.  
 
At the suggestion of Rabbi Jordan Cohen of North Shore Temple Emanuel, the Hebrew & Religion 
School adopted a unique ‘Tripartite Classroom Teaching & Learning Model’ commonly known as 
the ‘Classroom Family Learning Model.’ This model required the parents to be in the same 
classroom as their children, as both participants and as Co-teachers. Such presence reinforced 
the learning and emphasized to the children, the importance of what they were learning. It also 
took care of any discipline problems, because their parents were there participating and learning 
along with them.  
 
The model also ensured that both the children and parents knew what the topic of the day was 
so it could be re-enforced with them in the home situation. Also, by doing the various learning 
topic each fortnight, which was spread across both Junior, Intermediate and Senior classes, 
meant children from multi-class families could have a meaningful dialogue with each other about 
what they had learnt that day at ‘Hebrew School.’ 
 
This ‘Family Learning Model’ was a marked divergence from the traditional ‘teacher- student’ 
model operating elsewhere and as such, generated considerable interest from various corners of 
the Progressive Jewish World, both in Australia and overseas. Initially, Rabbi Cohen thought that 
the model would only work for several months until a traditional model could be established, but 
in fact, it lasted for 28 years.  
 
The daily learning session was broken into three sessions across a three-hour period. The first 
was a communal singing session where Jewish and Israeli songs were sung to re-enforce the 
children’s Jewish religious and cultural identity. They were then divided and sent to their 
respective classes where biblical stories, pitched at their comprehension level, were told to 
acquaint them with their Jewish history, morality and festival observance. The final session was 
devoted to learning biblical Hebrew language, ultimately, in preparation for their Bar and Bat 
Mitzvahs. This was the primary goal of their education, for such confirmed their Jewish identity, 
so important in this remote ‘edge of the Diaspora,’ so lacking in Yiddishkeit. 
 
As part of the children’s Jewish education, they were required to be involved, again in the 
presence of their parents and other family members, in festival observance such as Tu Bishevat, 
where we planted trees, provided by the local council, in areas requiring re-afforestation or at the 
local Jewish Cemetery. When the latter occurred, Jewish customs of ‘death and dying’ appropriate 
to their comprehension level and were sensitively studied. Concepts of tzedakah and charity were 
demonstrated when the children were required to raise money for or give a toy to a deserving 
children’s charity.  
 

At one stage the whole congregation, including our children took the inter-faith initiative to arrange 
a communal concert to raise money for the victims of a Turkish earthquake disaster that resulted 
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in the deaths of 10,000 persons. The money raised was presented to the Turkish consul who 
attended the concert and both the Congregation and ‘Hebrew School’ were sincerely thanked for 
the $4,000 raised. 
 
Such integration of ‘learning’ and ‘ethical action’ was an integral part of the learning experience 
fostered by the Hebrew & Religion School through its classroom and other congregational 
activities. Over 30 children graduated from our Hebrew & Religion School reaching Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah level with Rabbis Levi, Ninio, Conyer and Robuck assisting in their ceremonial 
confirmation of such. Both Brian and Jennifer Green were involved in the Bar & Bat Mitzvah of 
most of the other candidates, including one child, Jakob Cohen who was Bar Mitzvahed at the 
‘Wailing Wall’ in Jerusalem and three others, Talya, Tamar and Miah Kaplan in Northern Israel. 
What was important to note was, that the kibbutz on which Tamar and Talya were Bat Mitzvahed 
was a secular kibbutz which had rarely witnessed a religious Bar or Bat Mitzvah before. They 
were enthralled by the service that Brian and Jennifer Green, together with Tamar and Talya’s 
parents, Erez and Megan Kaplan, conducted for them which included the Shacharit, Mincha and 
Ma-ariv services which went well into the night, in the shadow of Mount Tabor. 
 
The last child, Ari Cohen, was Bar Mitzvahed, locally, in 2016. Ari’s grandparents from Israel were 
present at the service, as was almost the entire congregation, anxious to give our last graduate 
from the Hebrew & Religion School an appropriate, memorable and congratulatory send-off into 
Jewish adulthood.  
 
In the passing years, it has been a great pleasure to see how our various Hebrew & Religion 
School graduates have fared in the world, the career choices they have made and the success 
they have achieved. We take some pride in knowing that the discipline required to study and 
undertake their B’Mitzvahs, which Brian and Jennie played a large part in their preparation, has 
helped them in their later careers, which many have since acknowledged.   
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                                         Rabbi Cohen with H&R School parents  
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                                  Shabbat Service and Festival Observance 
In the early days of the congregation, the first services were held in peoples’ homes in a 
chavurah format. As we had no prayer books at the time, we had to make do with 
photocopies of the major Shabbat prayers instead. 

The Services were conducted, initially by visitors from NSTE, primarily by Heinz Baume, 
until we grew in competence and confidence to take over and conduct the services 
ourselves. Along with competence, as our financial viability increased, we purchased our 
first prayer books, namely “Gates of Prayer for Shabbat,” a gender sensitive prayer book 
edited by Chaim Stern and endorsed by the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
1992.   

This served us well for many years until we adopted the “Mishkan T’Filah” World Union 
Edition. However, as it was deficient in festival service observance, we had to rely on 
“Shari Mo-eid – Gates of the Seasons - A Guide to the Jewish Year” and “Gates of 
Repentance - The New Union Prayer Book for the Days of Awe” for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur services. 

Throughout the years, various congregants helped with the running of services, 
depending on their Hebrew fluency, but increasingly such fell to the responsibility of Brian 
Green who eventually became the Ceremonial Leader of the congregation. With the help 
of our various Hebrew competent members, including a number of our Israeli 
congregants, we were able to conduct High Holy Day, Yom Kippur Services. But it turned 
out, because most congregants preferred to return to their Sydney home congregations 
for High Holy Services, such were not continued with here on the Central Coast. 

 Apart for festival observance, formal Shabbat Services were conducted on a Friday night 
once a month where we read from the Torah scroll and a Family Service was also held 
once a month, with a sit-down meal, on the other fortnight. In our formal services we were 
greatly assisted by Helen Gould who, with her wonderful voice and musical ability, 
became our musical director. She trained Jennifer and other members of our 
congregation to join her in the choir and they also supported the various rabbis and our 
Ceremonial Leader at the Bar and Bat Mitzvahs of our Hebrew & Religion School 
graduates. 

In relation to festival observance, mostly these arose out of our Hebrew & Religion School 
requirements for our children to be exposed to and participate in such observance. 
However, because many of these festival commemorations did not fall on either our 
Formal or Family Shabbat Service nights, we instituted ‘Model Services’ within our 
Hebrew & Religion School calendar. We chose a Hebrew & Religion School date, nearest 
to the required festival date and within the school lesson and activities, conducted the 
model service which took them through the necessary background, required prayers and 
purpose of the festival. As their parents were there with them as Co-teachers, they were 
also able to observe the festival along with their children.  
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As a consequence, even with limited resources in terms of meeting times, our 
congregation and our Hebrew & Religion School were provided with a comprehensive 
involvement in the Jewish Year festival cycle and exposure to all the necessary prayers 
and moral teachings deriving from such required observance. 

A communal Seder was of course, the highlight of the festival calendar with Hanukah and 
Tu Bishevat, close seconds. Purim and Sukkot were also popular. Hanukah celebrations 
were always timed with our end of year prize giving at Hebrew & Religion School, whilst 
Tu Bishevat involved a communal picnic wherever we were planting trees, be it a park or 
reserve nominated by local council in need of forest re-generation. As a Zionist 
congregation with a significant Israeli membership, Yom Ha-Atsma-ut and Yom 
Yerushalayim were always celebrated, as was Yom HaShoah, which was usually 
combined with a visit and talk from one of our own Holocaust survivors. Of these, we had 
two survivors, one of whom was able to retell her story of when she was a young child. 
She recalls how she was placed on the last train out of Germany, as a ‘Kindertransport’ 
survivor, whose father put her on the train and never saw her again.  

The Hebrew & Religion School students were always fascinated and saddened by the 
part of the story, where she told them how the Gestapo got on the train at the next train 
stop and destroyed the toys their parents had given them before the train left Germany. 
At this lesson session the children’s sensibilities were catered for by informing their 
parents beforehand and making sure they were present at her story telling. We always 
combined this with the Yom Ha-Atsma-ut lesson session as the second part of the lesson, 
so we could end on a positive celebratory note with enjoyable festival food and Israeli 
dancing, as one of our congregants was an internationally renowned and accredited 
Israeli dancer. All in all, the entire program was extremely comprehensive and enjoyed 
by all participants including parent Co-teachers and visitors.                                     

                                      

 Early Shabbat  and Havdalah Services  
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  Festival Celebrations  
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                                                                  Simchat Torah     
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                                                              Building the Sukkah  
 

     
 

                  
 
                                                                  Purim in the Park  
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Congregation’s first Tu Bishevat with local federal member, Barry Cohen in 1986 
 

         
  

                          Our annual Tu Bishevat tree planting at various locations   
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                       Netzer Youth Movement & Sydney Jewish involvement 
 
Conscious that the congregation is on the ‘edge of the edge of the diaspora’ and that we were the 
first Jewish congregation to form outside the Sydney metropolitan area in the last fifty years and 
that little Yiddishkeit exists here other than what we make, it was felt important to link our children 
with the larger Jewish world in Sydney and particularly Israel. This was done, firstly, by 
encouraging visits to our Hebrew & Religion School by Netzer Youth Movement representatives 
who took over the morning lessons of our three school classes teaching them Netzer ideals and 
Israel links and then combining them for Zionist group singing sessions. This was done with the 
intention of encouraging our children to attend Netzer annual camps and meet other Jewish 
children outside the Central Coast. It proved largely successful with quite a number of our children 
attending camps and activities over the years and one of our children, Leigh Shapiro, is currently, 
formally involved in the organization of statewide Netzer activities in Melbourne. 

In order to attempt to ensure Jewish continuity amongst our children, particularly those with 
tenuous ties to the Sydney Jewish scene and the Progressive Jewish Movement, each year a bus 
trip was arranged to visit one or other of the two Progressive synagogues at Woollahra and 
Chatswood as well as other Jewish institutions such as the Jewish Museum in Darlinghurst. The 
historic, Great Synagogue in York Street, Sydney, was also a regularly visited in order to give the 
children a feeling of the extent of Jewish life from colonial days to the present. 

When visiting Progressive Sydney synagogues, as quite a number of such were on a Sunday 
morning, this allowed Central Coast children to interact with their Hebrew & Religion School 
counterparts at the synagogue visited. We were always welcomed and the purpose of the trips in 
extending the children’s vision beyond the parochial and remote Central Coast was achieved. 
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   Bar and Bar Mitzvah preparation 
 

Bar and Bat Mitzvah preparation was carried out almost exclusively by Brian and Jennifer 
Green, even with candidates whose parents were Israeli who, whilst fluent in Evrit, 
nevertheless felt somewhat inadequate in the mastery of Biblical Hebrew. 

It was a great privilege for us to train these children, many of whom we had known as 
babes in the arms of their mothers and who we were involved with, either at their Bris or 
naming ceremonies or from Junior Class of our Hebrew & Religion School. 

For those children who lived a long way from the Central Coast at Newcastle they were 
required to remain after H&R School for personal tuition whilst others were trained by 
either Brian or Jennifer visiting their home two to three nights per week depending on how 
close it was to their respective Bar or Bat Mitzvahs.  The closer it got the intensity of the 
lessons increased, sometimes requiring Brian and or Jennifer to travel as far away as 
Newcastle. No charge by Brian or Jennifer was made for B’Mitzvah preparation nor was 
any position they held in the congregation paid, it was all of a voluntary nature. 

Once the B’Mitzvah date was set candidates were given a copy of their Torah portion, 
usually 20 to 30 verses, in Hebrew, with the vowels incorporated plus a translation of and 
discussion of the meaning of the portion in its biblical context. Children would learn the 
Hebrew off by heart using the vowels as prompts but these were eventually withdrawn 
and a non-vowel text given to them for the final training sessions. 

Students were required to develop a dissertation on the meaning of their portion together 
with how it linked to them and informed their Jewish growth and moral development. 
Haftorahs’ were readings in English in the full unless the student was particularly adept 
and wanted to read it in the original Biblical Hebrew, as some did. 

In our time, as previously outlined, we Bar and Bar Mitzvahed over 30 Hebrew & Religion 
School candidates, four of them in Israel including one at the ‘Wailing’ or Western Wall. 
A number of our graduates in later life told us that the discipline required to master their 
Torah portions and B’ Mitzvah requirements helped them when they got to university and 
faced intense academic requirements. It gave them an experience they were able to build 
upon and a confidence they might never have otherwise had.  

                       First Hebrew and Religion School Bat Mitzvah Candidate 
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                                            Students B’Mitzved in Israel     

    
                                                                        
                     Our Hebrew & Religion Students who undertook their  B’Mitzvahs 
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PAGE 25 
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                                                   Other Congregational Activities 
 
                     Baby Naming  Ceremony                                      Musical Director – Helen Gould 
 

                       
 
                                                                       Rosh Hashanah    
 

            
   

                              Congregation’s early and later Chanukah Celebrations  
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   Junior Class in Hebrew & Religion School  
 

                  
 
                                           Home Shabbat and Havdalah Services                                           
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                          Congregation’s 1st Purim with our older H & R students             

                             

                                    Community Outreach on the Central Coast 

In accordance with our constitutional imperative to foster good relations with the local non-Jewish 
community and acquaint them with an accurate knowledge of “Jews, Judaism and Israel” the 
congregation embarked upon and outreach program which involved, primarily schools. But it also 
included local radio interviews and contact with local politicians and local government officials, 
often through our Tu Bishevat tree planting activities at the Jewish cemetery and various parks 
on the Central Coast.  

Usually, the local mayors for the two shires would be involved with us in these activities. When 
we planted trees at the Jewish cemetery, we used it as a platform to also teach our Hebrew & 
Religion School students and their parents about the ‘Jewish way of dying’ and the various rituals 
involved like Taharah and Shiva mourning as well as monument raising at the end of 12 months 
and what was required to be inscribed on the grave monument. 

As part of our outreach to the various school in the area we would attempt to make the lessons 
interactive so that at primary schools we would go through a Shabbat Home Service format. As a 
treat we allowed the children to share the Challah bread and drink Kosher grape juice with us. 
When we were at the various high schools, whilst we would use the home service model, we 
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would also take our Torah scroll, bells and breastplate as well as a prayer book and allow them 
to view and carefully handle them. We would also allow anyone who wanted, to try on a tallit and 
kippah. At one school, St. Edward’s Christian Brothers, East Gosford, President, Brian Green, 
accompanied by his wife Jennifer were asked to run a truncated version of a Communal Seder 
explaining the story and symbology involved in order to give the senior school students an 
accurate insight into the Jewish religion, thereby promoting tolerance and mutual respect. 

Other outreach activities included hospital visiting as well as attending various nursing homes on 
the Central Coast to say final prayers with Jewish people and families requiring such but not 
necessarily affiliated with our congregation. Apart from burying members of our congregation who 
had died we have also conducted funerals for other non-affiliated Jews, all according to 
Progressive Jewish rite, particularly if Sydney rabbis could not be involved. Such funerals were 
followed up approximately 12 months later with the raising of the deceased’s monument, which 
we also conducted as part of our outreach to non-affiliated Jews as well as our own congregants. 
Brian Green sometimes assisted by the congregational Welfare Officer, Jennifer Green and or 
Treasurer, Gary Berman were the main office bearers involved.  

                                Outreach to local schools on the Central Coast  

      Outreach at local schools                                              Turkish Consul accepting our 
                                                                                            Earthquake Appeal donations 

     
 
          Holocaust Film night with guest speaker, Eddie Juku at the Avoca Theatre 
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                       Congregational, Jewish communal and societal awards 
 
In recognition of their efforts in establishing and stewarding the Central Coast Shalom Progressive 
Jewish Congregation for over thirty years and in particular, for developing and running its Hebrew 
& Religion School fortnightly for almost 30 years, both Brian & Jennifer Green were given a 
number of awards. These awards acknowledged their contribution to firstly establishing a formal 
Jewish presence on the Central Coast where none had existed previously.  
 
Secondly, their dedication to purpose in designing their Hebrew & Religion School curriculum and 
up-skilling the parents of the enrolled children to be Co-teachers along with them, this resulting in 
over 30 children confirming their Judaism through Bar & Bat Mitzvahs was also a major factor 
incorporated in some of the awards. 
 
Finally, at the behest of congregational members and with local community support Brian & 
Jennifer Green were jointly nominated for the ‘Australian of the Year Award’ in 2004. The 
nomination recognised their pioneering efforts in establishing a formal Jewish presence on the 
Central Coast and shepparding it through its important iterations. 
 
In 1986 they foundered the Central Coast Shalom Jewish Friendship & Support Group to provide 
religious help and ceremonial support for Jews living on the Central Coast without ready access 
to rabbinic or congregational help in times of crisis. In 1991, through their guidance this group 
became a fully fledged congregation within the now, UPJ (Union for Progressive Judaism). They 
soon after created their Congregation’s Hebrew and Religion School, all of which was 
acknowledged in the Australian of the Year award nomination.  
 
At interview by the Central Coast Express Advocate Newspaper on January 9, 2004, the 
nominees, Brian and Jennifer Green stated - 
“We are sorts of pioneers in some ways. It has been a monumental effort and a very worthwhile 
one. It’s been every second Friday night, every second Sunday. We were the people who held it 
all together in good and difficult times. It has been a rewarding but a difficult job in many ways 
that has demanded a lot of our own personal time and family time. We are a vibrant congregation 
and very much part of the Jewish community, but also very much part of the Australian 
community.” 
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      AWARDS for Service undertaken to the Jewish Community on the Central Coast    
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Brian receiving the JCA Gala Awards for Volunteer Recognition in 2010 from the Board of 
Progressive Jewish Education for his work in the Central Coast Shalom Hebrew and 
Religion School  
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                                      Mercful one: bless and prosper the work of our hands.  

           “ Gates of the House ” -  New Union Home Prayer Book – New York 5737         
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                                             Retrospective Insights  
    

Looking back at what we achieved, the level of commitment demonstrated, the obstacles 
encountered and the rewards experienced, both personal and communal, it is felt some of these 
needed enunciation.  This is so that others, who may wish to follow such an example as ours, in 
creating a congregation, can benefit from our insights. 

 
We felt it was important to have a guiding philosophy which we found in the Jewish notion of 
Tikkun Olam – ‘repair the world’ and leave it in a better condition than you found it. This we did in 
establishing a Jewish presence on the Central Coast, where none previously existed. Although 
we now have reduced in size as our children have left the ‘Coast’ to live and work elsewhere, 
nevertheless, we continue to play a part in the larger Central Coast community as well as 
providing a contact network for Jews already living here or who move into the area. Festival 
observance, particularly Pesah, provides such an occasion for coastwide Jewish community 
interaction. 

 
We also felt it was important to gather people around us who were similarly inspired to work 
towards the same overall goals that motivated us. Sometimes that meant calling upon them and 
supporting them so they could grow into the responsibilities you delegated to them. As well it also 
meant encouraging them to realize their potential skills and their enthusiasm, directing them into 
areas within the congregation where they could make an appropriate and rewarding contribution. 
Our training up of the parents in our Hebrew & Religion School to be Co-teachers with us, is just 
such an example. 

 
The maintenance of ties to the larger Sydney Jewish Community is very important, not just for the 
help in establishing the congregation that was received, but it also was a constant reminder that 
we are part of the larger Jewish world and that local parochial issues should not dominate our 
energies. Netzer Youth visits and H&R School visits to Sydney Congregations, Jewish Museum 
and Great Synagogue were strategies used to achieve this. 

 
Security was not a crucial problem as we did not have a synagogue. However, it was important 
to be on the Jewish Board of Deputies watchlist so that we could be advised of security concerns 
facing the larger Sydney Jewish community. This meant we could support them and be watchful 
for any manifestation of such on the Central Coast. However, individual congregants were at times 
exposed to Anti-Semitic incidents over the years and the congregation was able to support them. 

 
Regular committee meetings were important. as it allowed for planning and which direction both 
the Congregation and the Hebrew School should take in relation to festivals and ritual observance. 
This allowed the Committee to appoint members to become involved and to take responsibility 
for the organization of such events. 

 
The involvement in peoples’ Jewish lives particularly children, from bris or baby naming to Bar 
and Bat Mitzvah was one of the most rewarding experiences one can have in life. We were 
grateful for the opportunity which sustained us for the 30 plus years of our Hebrew & Religion 
School’s and Congregational existence.      

Shalom, Brian & Jennifer Green, 24 Iyar 5781.  
 
 


