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SUPPORTERS packed into the
Leo Baeck Centre for Progressive
Judaism (LBC) in Kew on
November 23 for a festive dinner
celebrating the shule’s 70th anniversary.
In an address, Rabbi Dr John
Levi, an emeritus rabbi of Temple
Beth Israel, who has had close ties
to LBC for most of those seven
decades, harked back to the years
after World War II when “the
Holocaust was recent and brutal,
we could hardly speak of it … logic
should have said to us all, ‘It’s time
to give up’ and some did. But 16
people in Camberwell attended
that initial and fateful meeting”
in November 1949 to found what
would later become LBC.
He paid tribute to Rabbi Leo
Baeck, a leading German rabbi
who survived Auschwitz to
become president of the World
Union for Progressive Judaism
and a renowned Jewish teacher at
the Hebrew Union College and
at London’s Leo Baeck College,
where LBC’s Rabbi Jonathan
Keren-Black received smichah.
Before a synagogue centre was
completed in 1970, Rabbi Levi
approached Rabbi Baeck’s daughter about using his name. “She
readily agreed and in her letter she
recalled Baeck’s basic belief: God’s
commandment is to live.”
Recounting that the first-ever

LAST Wednesday, medical student Matthew Woliansky joined
11 other young men and women
as they embarked on the 3500
kilometre journey from Geelong
to Fremantle – by bicycle.
The group “Crossin’ the Bor”
are participating in Team Black
Dog, an initiative by The Black
Dog Institute which aims to significantly reduce the incidence of
mental illness and suicide, remove
stigma and empower all people to
live the most mentally healthy life
possible.
Speaking to The AJN before
the 16-day ride, Woliansky said he
and his teammates have all interacted with mental health issues,
“both as students and in our lives
through friends and family”.
“Forty-five per cent of
Australians will suffer from a form
of mental health issue throughout
their lifetime. Our ride is inspired
by the challenges faced daily by
those individuals,” he said.
The team has set out to cross
the Nullarbor and beyond with
the objective of raising $50,000
for the Institute. So far, they have
raised over $46,700.
As well as raising funds,
Woliansky explained, “We hope
to encourage open and honest
conversation about mental health
which is all too often sidelined
and stigmatised. We also hope

Leo Baeck Centre celebrates 70th Bike ride for Black Dog

From left, UPJ immediate past president Roger Mendelson presents
certificates of appreciation to Dr Linda Stern, Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black and
Rabbi Dr John Levi. 
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synagogue was founded in Yavneh
by Yochanan Ben Zakkai after the
Romans destroyed the Second
Temple, Rabbi Levi said shule life
represents community. “We constantly recognise the individual in
ourselves and therefore recognise
the individual in the other.”
He said the rollcall of LBC
stalwarts rings with names such as
Dr Leon Taft and his family, the
music of Maurice Duband, and
the rabbinical leadership through
the years of Rabbis Brian Fox, Seth
Phillips, Betsy and Michael Torop,
and Rabbi Keren-Black.
Howard Nathan, a former
Victorian Supreme Court justice,
spoke of Progressive Judaism’s
commitment to diversity in a
Melbourne that decades ago was
not culturally diverse. He said,

“We are the vanguard … may we
always be the vanguard.”
Welcomed by LBC president
Jim Beck and master of ceremonies Rita Erlich, guests from the
wider community included Kew
MP Paul Hamer, Kew Hebrew
Congregation president Anthony
Lewis and treasurer Victor
Rosenberger, Union for Progressive
Judaism (UPJ) co-president Brian
Samuel and Zionism Victoria president Sharene Hambur, who has
had a lifelong association with
LBC.
UPJ immediate past president
Roger Mendelson presented certificates of appreciation to Rabbi
Keren-Black, Rabbi Levi and Dr
Linda Stern for their work on
Mishkan T’shuvah, the new UPJ
machzor.

Matthew Woliansky (fourth from
right) with some of his Crossin’ the
Bor teammates.

our ride offers people a reminder
to reach out to friends and family
and check in.”
The 29-year-old Melburnian
and former student of Bialik
College moved to Adelaide to
study dentistry and then medicine
with the desire to pursue a career
in oral and maxillofacial surgery.
“I am passionate about mental
health and public medicine and
hope to be more involved fundraising in the future,” Woliansky
said, adding, “As the only Jewish
rider I hope my community will
show its support.”
The team is set to reach
Fremantle on December 13.
To donate, visit
teamblackdog.everydayhero.com/
au/crossin-the-bor.
If you or someone you know is
struggling with their mental health,
and life is in immediate danger,
call 000. For additional support,
visit blackdoginstitute.org.au.
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Keeping the Community Active!
The Jewish Care Active Living Centre is a warm and welcoming meeting
place offering flexible health and wellbeing options to support seniors
living independently in the community.
The Active Living Centre’s allied health services, respite, and social
support groups are offered at sites across South Melbourne, St Kilda
Road, and Caulfield in a range of languages and include:
• Physiotherapy

• Music groups

• Occupational therapy

• Movie excursion groups

• Exercise groups

• Yoga

• Art groups

• Jewish Life activities

For more information about the Active Living Centre at Jewish Care,
contact 8517 5401 or alcreception@jewishcare.org.au, or visit
www.jewishcare.org.au/alc

