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RABBI DAVID SAPERSTEIN

WUPJ head visiting for UIA

PETER KOHN

NON-ORTHODOX Judaism in
the US has seen extraordinmary
growth over six decades, with a
significant upcick in Israel, Europe,
Lxin Amerika and the foemer
Sowier Unicn, according o Rabbi
David Saperstan, president of
the Woeld Union for Progressive
Judarm.

Speaking to The AJN before
his Australian vist w headline the
Unked Israel Appeal’s Progresive
Appeal, the US rabbi noced thac
while aleernatives o Orthodoxy
now exie in 50 nacions, “we do
face dhallenges in those countries
in which the Orthodox dominare

Onlinel,lttn&pemanmd,
“It's always a challenge for non-
Orthodox com muniries to grow as
mbustly as they would like when
the govemmert of [smd will noc
recognise the [pon-Orthodox]
officiaticn of life-cyde ceremoces.
On the ocher hand, the expand-
ing number of synagogues and
the growing membership of those
symagogues, the growing number
of pecple who choose w have their
children become bnei mitzvah in
Reform synagogues, the
of pon-Orthodox Jewnh schools,
makes it a very exdring ume there.”

The nise of US extremism trou-
bles him deeply, although antiem-

Rabbl David Saparstein
icism is “far less than in Europe”.

*The time tw respond to hatred
is ar the beginning, not after ir's
gained momenrum. Bue we're
beartened by the enormous dvic
and political support for those com-
municies thar have been amacked,
ties," he said.

*We doa't xand akoe, and cha
mkuthumomunm]nﬁlhn-
tory differece.”

President Domald Trump's
*coarsening of the public dscourse
in Amenca & a terrble modd and
it has been inderred and recened by
extremint groups on the righe o be
a validarion of their views”, be said.

Rabbt Saperscein, who was
lppmmdmambmldor-nh@e

freedom by former
ptendem Barack Obama, repee-

sented US Jewry wih a reading at
Obama's 2009 inasguration.

He said Obama *was a staunch
wppoarter of srad, chat buik doser
relationships becween cur milzary
and inted bigence communkies, who
imposed sancios ca [ran suffi
cierx o being it o the pegodiating
whle”.

He abho emphasised Trump's
recognxion of Jerusalem as Jsrael's
capial and mowing its embassy
there was a good mone.

Rabbi David Sap erstein will sddress s
sblic eventat T Beth braslon
raduy, March 12 at 7.30pn; he wil
givesdrashwt TBI's Kabbalat Shabbat
service onFridmy, March 13 st 6.15m,
nad stthe Lec Basck Cartre’s Shabbat
moming service os Satarcley, March 14,
st 10ars. For nore nfomation:
upi@eplorg.au




